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part in the economic development of the country. The great
rivers, which even in early times were of considerable value, have*
in many cases, been deepened and connected with one another
by canals, so that there is a fairly complete system of water
communication over the industrial parts of Germany. The
Rhine is now navigable for large barges as far as Kehl (opposite
Strasbourg) except when it happens to be unusually low. It is
connected with the French waterways by the Khine-Mame
canal, wMch crosses the Vosges by the Gap of Saverne and
has branches to the Saar and the Moselle; and the Rhine-
Rhone canal, which leaves the Rhine valley by the Gap of
Belfort. Of the tributaries of the Rhine, the Main is navigable
by larger boats to Frankfurt and by smaller ones to Bamberg,
while the Neckar is navigable to Heiibronn, but by smaller
boats only.
The Dortmund-Ems canal was constructed to provide the
industrial region around the Ruhr coalfield with an outlet in
German territory. The canal itself runs from Dortmund to Meppen,
where it joins the Ems, a distance of ninety-four miles. For
another fifty-five miles the Ems has been canalized, after which
the waterway follows the open river as far as Enaden. More
recently the Dortmund-Ems canal has been connected -with the
Rhine by another canal running from Herne to the neighbourhood
of Ruhrort. The Weser is navigable for larger boats as far as
Bremen, and for smaller ones to Cassel (on the Fulda). It is con-
nected with the Rhine by the Mitteiland canal, which runs from
Bevergern on the Dortmund-Ems canal, by Minden and north of
Magdeburg to Berlin. The Elbe and the Oder are both navigable
by large boats, the one to Prague and the other to KoseL Berlin,
situated between these two rivers, is connected with both: with the
Oder by the Finow and Oder-Spree canals, and with the Elbe by
the Havel and Plauer canals. The Elbe, moreover, is brought into
communication with the Baltic by two canals, the ship canal from
Kiel, and the Elbe-Xrave canal from Liibeck. The Oder is con-
nected with the Vistula by the canalized courses of the Netze and
the Warta. The Danube is of but minor importance within Ger-
man territory, but a scheme for connecting it with the Rhine
is being carried out. The canalized Main has been deepened as far
as Wurzburg, and will be deepened up to Baniberg n&ar 'the